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The Boldness show promo with music

Raphael Kaleb  
Welcome to The Boldness on 3CR’s Disability Day broadcast Right Relations and Innovations on International Day of Disability the 3rd of December. The Boldness is about lived experience of disability. International Day of Disability dates back to 1992, it's a day that aims to increase public awareness, understanding and acceptance of people with disability, and it's an absolute privilege that 3CR asked The Boldness to present on this incredible day. This year we are talking about disability in rural areas. The show is called Back to Country: Kim's Story. So, without further ado, let's welcome Kim Frank-Koczwara to The Boldness. How are you doing tonight?

Kim Frank-Koczwara 
Hi, Raf. I'm well. Thank you. I'm coming back to Broome.

Raphael Kaleb  
What's the vibe in Broome? What's actually happening in there?

Kim Frank-Koczwara 
So. they've got the Australian Bush Summit that was funded by Rupert Murdoch, Gina Reinhardt and Commonwealth Bank—who has vested interest in mining—had this summit where they were discussing potential development in the Kimberley region, and they discussed hurdles for development, such as native title. And they discussed, you know, regional Australia's issues, but the main dialogue, the main narrative, was very much that development is good, native titles in the way, we want government to stop having the red tape so we can get this done faster. And she's got interests up here that she's wanting to mine—they don't actually know what she wants to mine up in some of the areas, but she has rare earth. Anyway, she was very much seen as the “Saint” of this summit, and there was not enough criticism or space for the population in the crowd—it wasn't open to the floor for question time. They just had a very curated narrative that didn't discuss the environmental impacts that their work was going to have for long term.

Raphael Kaleb  
Kim what are some of those environmental impacts?

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
The Kimberly is one of the last areas, I'm thinking, in the world that it's very undeveloped—undeveloped quotation marks—and not densely populated. So, it's got a lot of biodiverse ecosystems. It's got, like, if you're talking marine as well, which Woodside’s trying to get its hands in. It's a global diversity, biodiversity hotspot, and a significant carbon sink. So, if you're thinking also about the marine side, where the reef is the lungs of the Earth, we're going to be—in the long term—we’re going to be negatively impacted if we're destructing, destroying the reefs. But then it's not just that, it's also the Kimberley has the largest intact tropical savannah forest, and it's just got a huge range of diverse life that hasn't been yet destroyed by human impact, and that has—by protecting that—it has a positive impact on the health of everyone. So, mining and agriculture are both not sustainable practices that will have long term negative impacts that weren't discussed today, and that was really concerning. 

Raphael Kaleb  	 
So well, Kim, let's take from a housing perspective, what's the housing situation like around Broome, if you're looking for somewhere to live? Are the rents expensive?

Kim Frank-Koczwara 
Yeah, so rent is incredibly expensive, unaffordable to many. There's a lot of overcrowding in houses. A lot of people just can't rent at all because the prices have skyrocketed from mining. And also, government housing, that's like for—I don't just really think that's a bad thing altogether, but there's just a lot of unsustainable practices with housing as well. It's just, I'm trying to, I'm finding it hard to find a house here. When I looked at realestate.com we had like 25 houses on there, and the rent was unaffordable for me, it was—so there's one three-bedroom unit that was $1200 a month. And that's, like that's considered reasonable.

Raphael Kaleb  
like there's, like, a lot of shortage of housing, then?

Kim Frank-Koczwara 
Oh extreme, yeah, huge lack of housing. There's a housing crisis, and I think it's been going on for a while.

Raphael Kaleb  
What about food? Is like, is it including security, uh, groceries, expensive, or how do people eat?

Kim Frank-Koczwara 
So, the food, apparently, used to be this guy that had a farm not far from Broome, and he was providing a lot of like, the veggies to Woollies, but that's shut down—he got bit too old—and so that's not running anymore. So, we're, I'm working for this organisation that's just starting up a business where we're going to provide, hopefully, there is also community gardens. There's a lot of small initiatives that are wanting to provide food for the community. So, there's community gardens, there's nursery that they want to put up at one of the schools. There's a nursery at Environs Kimberley, and there's a nursery that we're going to put up in the industrial estate. That's the Skilled Engineer, which is project that I'm coordinating, and we'll have people working on it's going to be 30% native plants at least. And then we'll also have—because that might take a while for that produce to grow—we're also going to have some vegetables like eggplant and pumpkin, put in some tomatoes and herbs and stuff. So, a bit of a self sufficiency would be great. 

Raphael Kaleb  
Yeah well, I'm a city slicker Kim, so if I wanted to go a Coles or a Woolworths or a supermarket, are there stores like that available in Broome?

Kim Frank-Koczwara 
Broome’s like the hub of the Kimberleys. So, there's, it's got the airport that's right in the centre of town. They just built a huge port, which was quite controversial as well, environmentally. Yeah, there's a Coles and a Woollies. It's not like remote Kimberly region, like across in Halls Creek there's much less produce there. That's right on the other side of the country—of the state, sorry.

Raphael Kaleb  
And well, what are the prices like? Let's say, if I wanted to get let's say I live in Melbourne, and like food, like meat, is expensive.

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
I just did just drop into the supermarket and spent $76. I didn't buy any meat because I thought it's a bit too expensive. But also, I just was part of an agricultural summit with the discussion around cattle and cattle feed that's using up a lot of the environment. There was a meat works sort of place down the road I want to support, like independent.

Raphael Kaleb  
So, the short answer is that when you were doing the shopping that you noticed that the meat was expensive, because too expensive at the moment, yeah

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
yeah, yeah, oh, I just said, I was looking for roo meat because I prefer that. They didn't have that. Roo meat’s more sustainable, but they didn't have that there. So, I didn't even bother, honestly, to looking at the rest. But it was 70—it was about $70 to $80 that I spent, and I got, like, broccoli, coconut water, coconut milk, pasta that was on sale, passata, some yoghurt, you know, just like very basic things. And it cost that price. It is more expensive than Melbourne, but it's not like what we've seen some rural communities that have, like, $15 for—that would be around Fitzroy Crossing, probably where you've got, yeah, like, atrociously expensive, basic household items,




Raphael Kaleb  
yep, well, talking about household items, like, it's rural Australia. Does a person need a car up around there? Or if they, let's say, if a person could, they rely on public transport 

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
Oh, no, it's been so hard. I'm borrowing my friend's car at the moment because, like, Broom's really spread out, like it's on the peninsula, and it's like, an hour, I don't know, it just, it can take an hour to get to the shops from another part of Broome. Yeah, there is a bus that does the rounds, but it doesn't do them frequently, and it's just sort of one bus route. So, there's a lot of people that do lifts, like you, just like everyone's actually quite—the community is pretty great here. People just sort of share cars.

Raphael Kaleb  
like carpooling?

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
I suppose, it's just like I was with my friend on the weekend, and we were at the shops, and I think his Nan told him, like, asked him to pick up his uncle. So, then we went out to, a little tiny bit out of town, picked him up, dropped him into town, and he was gonna find his own way back. So, I think that happens quite a bit. You’d just like, be driving, and then you see someone that you know, and then they will, you give them a lift. Yeah, so I had a scooter, there’s a lot of, like, E scooters. Also, a lot of accidents on E scooters. Apparently, the medical, like, the hospital, has a lot, like, a lot of their time is spent on people with E scooter injuries. I don't know, I feel like there’s, I've learned so much in like, the couple of weeks that I’ve been here and when I was in May. But I also, like, don't, there's so much more to learn about the place. And I can't speak—

Raphael Kaleb  
how much, like, what's the price of petrol per litre?

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
It does go up. Like, I’ve heard that in the dry season, it can go to like—this is what someone was telling me—that it can go to like $5, 

Raphael Kaleb  
$5 a litre!

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
but it's not at the moment. It's,at the moment, it's like $2.40 or something—that's in Broome as well. I'm not sure what it's like in more remote areas. The public transport system, if there was, yeah, that'd be great to have a bus that would come down. Actually, I don't even know if that would help, like, from Beagle Bay or something, but it's also kind of hard to get cars here too. I've been looking for a car, and there aren't that many options, because you're so far out. Like, it's hard to bring, like to get certain things.

Raphael Kaleb  
Let's play a song. ‘Woke up at 7’ by Elijah Augustine, right after these community service announcements.

Balam Waa program promo announcement
Waa carries the stories of our ancestors forever watching over us and protecting us. Join me, Talgium Choco Edwards, for Balam Waa, a journey of stories, yarns and music about freedom and survival, from 2pm to 3pm every Thursday afternoon on 3CR, 855 on your radio dial. / As I walk along my dreaming track tonight, I can hear the voices of my Elders, their ancient sounds echo in my mind to the beat of clapstick and the dancing.

The Boldness program announcement
3CR’s radio program, The Boldness is looking for women and all gender diverse volunteer presenters to join our team. Training is provided to all 3CR presenters. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact 3CR’s volunteer coordinator on 03 9419 8377, or email volunteers@3cr.org.au 

Billabong Beats program promo announcement
tune into Billabong Beats Tuesdays at 11am with me. Gavin Moore giving a voice to both Western Kulin and Kulin First Nations peoples. Join me to talk about philosophy and dream time stories surrounding the water hole, the sacred fire, the land, the plants and animals. Billabong Beats 11am Tuesdays on 3CR.

[Music: Woke up at 7’ by Elijah Augustine]

Raphael Kaleb  
Yeah, now, Kim, one of the happy times that you did have, you were out fishing with some friends, you caught a few  fish, and it turned into a community event, like a party. Would you like to share that experience with listeners? What that was like? 

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
Oh, well when I first came up here, we went camping in this really, really beautiful spot, and a couple of friends, and my friend’s nephews, and then their friends came as well. So, we're like, six girls, four, five, anyway, like six, seven little kids and three adults went fishing. And because the ecosystem’s so healthy, there's so much fish. We caught, like, four different types of fish. I with someone on the weekend, one of the girls from the community, she's like, four, yeah, I think she was four, and she could already fish, and was already catching, like, huge salmon. So anyway, we caught all this fish and then chucked on the camp, chucked the yeah, campfire on and cooked up there. And all had it. We stayed there a night, and I'm having a lot of fish. I've gone fishing a lot, like, like, even, actually, on like, last week, there's some German travellers that are camping at the block, that helped the people on the block get out when they were bogged, helped them get out. So, they've been staying here. And they went mud crabbing the other week, and they had so much mud crab they were like, it was like, a bowl still full of mud crab. Like, oh hey, they just knocked on my door, like hey, want some mud crab? I was like, um, yes, they had already got all the crab out of the the meat out of the crab. It was delicious. And it's just like, yeah, really nice things like that. 
Like, it probably used to be more like that, like, um, the barter system a little bit, because I was talking to another guy that does a lot of the native tree planting around here. And he just really, sells his plants. And he was saying, because we've been working for him on helping him do things, because he's quite old now and then he's been giving us free like things, like plants. We were just saying, how good it is to have that exchange system happening. And he said, oh, it used to be like this all the time in Broome, but, yeah, still going strong. Like, I think from what I've seen, just like heaps of people if they’ve caught heaps of fish. They just give it to their friends. People don't like over-fish. I'd say this, like just, you don't catch too much fish, because we thought on the weekend it was bad luck, because we caught some fish and then wasted it, and then we didn't catch anything after that, we're thinking, Oh, that's a sign, you know, like, I don't know, looking after Country. I feel like it is true. When you look after Country, it looks after you. 
Like we were on an excursion the other week, one of the girls that I had with me, one of the students I could see in the rear vision mirror that her icy pole wrapper. She had her hand out the window, and then she was casually dropped it. I stopped the bus. I'm like, pick up that rubbish. So got her out of the van, and she was complaining about picking up the rubbish. We picked up some and then I found five bucks when I was picking up the rubbish, and I said, that's Country looking after looking after you. Because the Country is not over developed, or developed rapidly, or anything like that, as like Gina Reinhardt wants to do with farming, they were saying they wanted to pretty much fast track approvals so they can do what they want without having to go through native title. They pretty much wanted to bypass Native Title. Yeah, and then on the weekend, also Labour, WA Labour, were all voting on whether or not they should ban fracking throughout the Kimberley. So, there's a lot of things going on in terms of making sure Kimberly stays as beautiful as what it is, because it's really special place, because it hasn't been decimated like a lot of other places.
Yeah so, there's a classic thing that people just do here, is going out camping and fishing. And it's awesome. We can even fish in town. It's good fish there. And, yeah, it's just, it's just a really nice community to be in, people time this thing called ‘Broome time’, like ‘Island time’, I guess. Yeah, I don't know what else to say. It's just it's been a very, very eye-opening experience. And I'm a bit scared to back to Melbourne, because it's going to be an absolute culture shock going back to—one, the city, and two, a place where the history, I guess, Blak history, has been lost a lot more. Like, there's a lot of culture loss, or asleep in the East Coast and South whereas here it's quite a lot of strong culture. So that's been a real interest. Like, I've been really immersed into the culture here and the land and the people and whatnot. So, it'll be weird going back, but I’m going back home over Christmas, and then I'll be back again in Jan next year to continue doing the work for the Skill Engineer with the program, we've got new participants, three new participants that I’ll be coordinating for 10 weeks, we go by terms, and we'll see what comes with that. 

Raphael Kaleb  
Yeah, well thank you very much for joining me on The Boldness today for International Day of Disability. So, thank you very much for your time Kim. 

Kim Frank-Koczwara  
Thanks Raf. Oh, also to build up, at the moment, so there's six Yawuru seasons, but there's two distinct ones that people talk about. That's the dry season, which is when there's a lot of tourists and it's not raining, and then there's a wet season, I think, now. And there's a lot of clouds coming over and it looks like it's going to rain, and then it doesn't. So that was very necessary to add in, because that's a huge part of the land here, as well as the tides are often spoken about. And, yeah, everything's so seasonal and tidal. So, there's so many things that I've missed out in here. But yeah, there's also, if I can speak from my very little experience that I've had here this year. And yeah, thanks for having me.

Raphael Kaleb  
The Boldness has been talking with Kim Frank-Koczwara about returning to her spiritual home Broome on International Day of Disability. I feel that it is highly appropriate to announce The Boldness will be doing a summer series called Meet the International Day of Disability ambassadors as part of summer programming. It's an absolutely incredible series. Keep listening to 3CR for further details when that goes to air, it will be around the middle of December. It is absolutely sensational. Keep listening to 3CR’s Disability Day broadcast Right Relations and Innovations on Wednesday, the 3rd of December, coming up next is Raising Our Voices. Let's go out with a song, ‘Black Fella Way’ by Elijah Augustine. And if you don't think the revolution has started, you've been listening to the wrong station. This is 3CR, Voice of the People. Thank you for joining me tonight.


