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3CR on AL Jazeera
“I just heard about your station at
Al-Jazeera. Wish you the best and
Goodluck’.—Ammar

2011 3CR Staff

2011 3CR Committee of Management members

Some pensioners now pay up to $60 more each fortnight for public housing but some radio stations don’t
want to know about it, including one commercial station that specialises in talkback for pensioners.
3CR doesn’t pretend that community concerns don’t
exist by hoping that if we don’t mention them, they
will go away. We cover public housing concerns on our
Roominations show and we don’t baulk from issues
on our talkback shows either, such as Talkback With
Attitude and Solidarity Breakfast.
Social Networking sites Facebook and Twitter have
also become a new exposure device for 3CR. It’s a great
medium for informing our listeners about rapidly
developing events, such as our Tent Embassy broadcasts
and our coverage of the Baiada dispute. 3CR has been a
strong presence at those events.

3CR began digital broadcasting in 2011 as 3CR Digital.
We are no longer just a test listing on the digital
frequency and we still broadcast via 3CR 855AM and
over the internet.
3CR sounds better on the digital frequency. Its quality
is better than AM and its sound isn’t hampered by some
of the AM void that exist in parts of Melbourne. Digital
radio is also spared the glitches caused by tram and
train lines.

Mainstream media seems to largely use social
networking to expose its audiences to the thought
bubbles of celebrities, including their gaffes, but 3CR
uses them as a device for promoting activism. It’s a real
bonus for people who don’t have their radios switched
on but are near their mobile or computer. It helps 3CR
to connect more with communities.
3CR an activist hub, a think tank where community
groups talk and work together. The corporate ownership
of much of Australia’s media really reiterates the
importance of grassroots community media.

The federal government’s digital radio rollout has
also been very well managed. I’m amazed they don’t
widely promote its success. It’s been a great boost for
community stations who have gone digital, exposing
us to new listeners. Some people even think 3CR is a
new station, even though we’ve been broadcasting since
1976.

Wealthy corporate interests continue to carve up the
ownership of commercial media in Australia, exerting
editorial control over the nation’s discourse through
like-minded editors and journalists. The recent ten
per cent purchase of Fairfax Media by Australia’s
richest person demonstrates how the wealthy buy slices
of media to have more political power to suit their
commercial interests.

A striking contrast between 3CR and many commercial
stations we share the digital band with is how engaged
we are with grassroots issues.

3CR is an alternative to Australia’s narrow media
ownership. The nation’s media would be very bland
without us and other community outlets.

Increases in public housing rents are classic examples
of issues neglected by commercial media. It’s as
if commercial radio’s obsession with the federal
government’s woes means local community issues are
often overlooked, especially if their coverage isn’t in
the interest of Victoria’s new conservative government.
Maybe they just want Baillieu to keep having a
honeymoon and Tony Abbott to become prime
minister?

Please continue to support 3CR. We’re one of the
treasures of community activism.
James McKenzie
Chairperson

Lester Green

Kutcha Edwards at the Digital Radio launch, Federation Square

3CR broadcaster Jiselle Hanna at the Digital Radio launch,
Federation Square

PROJECT

FUNDING

AMOUNT

Beyond the Bars 2011

Department of Justice

$16,407

Community Broadcasting Foundation

$20,000

City of Melbourne

$15,000

Total

$51,407

City Of Melbourne

$4,925

City of Yarra

$8,093

Total

$13,018

International Women’s Day Street Festival

City of Yarra

$5,000

Sustainable Living Festival

Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation

$3,000

Visioning Justice

Monash Legal Service (fee for service)

$7,000

International Day of People
with a Disability

Office and Finance Coordinator, Helen Howard

Program Coordinator, Marian Prickett

Occupy Melbourne broadcast from City Square, 21 October 2011

Baiada Picket, November 15

Presenter Lottie Stein at Applecore, February 20

3CR Occupy Melbourne
coverage
“Great stuff 3CR. You’ve been the
lifeblood of information all
through this!”— Tim
“Great work team, thanks for keeping
us posted, super live cross” —Kirsten

3CR national programmers

Luka Tang awarded the NEMBC Youth broadcaster of the year

3CR programmers Aran Mylvaganam, Jiselle Hanna and NEMBC
member Russel Anderson at the NEMBC conference 2011

Shiralee Hood and the mob at the
Dame Phyllis Frost Centre Beyond the Bars 2011

Beyond the Bars 2011
“Congratulations to 3CR, and to
everyone there who never forget
the men and women in custody in
Victoria’s prisons. I can’t wait to hear
Beyond the Bars 8 here in
Alice Springs” —Andrea

Accent of Women Snapshots
“It was a great opportunity for us to
share our stories”
—Snapshots participant

David Suzuki and 3CR broadcaster Matthew Wright at the
Sustainable Living Festival, February 19

International Women’s day street party

International women’s day
street festival
“The festival and broadcast was
exciting, I think it is an important
day for 3CR and its community to
celebrate”—Rachel
Visioning Justice

Training
“Training for an old timer like me is
inspirational because you see people
transformed by learning how to
present their community on air and
by sharing the experience with other
disparate voices”
—Bill Deller, 3CR trainer

Broadcasters from the 3CR program Somaliland during training

Participants in one of the five training courses offered in 2011

Feedback from listeners...
Anarchist World this Week
“Through your media I have had
the best political education of my
life and I’m very grateful for your
fantastic effort”—Peter
Broadcasters from the 3CR program Melbourne Chautari

Music San Frontieres
“Dear Therese, just letting you
know I finally worked out the live
streaming …and wanted to tell you
how wonderful it is to hear your
soothingly beautiful voice over the
airwaves once again” —Anthea

Steam Radio
“Gentlemen, love that Steam Radio.
The best part of Saturday”
—John from Perth
Broadcasters from the 3CR Eritrean program

Radio Active
“Radio Active consistently covers
important issues, I really enjoy the
program” —Jesse

Precious Memories
“I love the music, its the songs my
grandparents would play and sing
to us, it makes me think of them”
—Rachel
3CR broadcasters Josie Atkinson, Robbie Thorpe and Jody
Beeton with guest Dan Sultan

3CR end of year picnic for subscribers, staff and programmers

3CR broadcasters Diana Beaumont and Elena McMaster
in the studio

Broadcasters from the 3CR program Kalemat

THANKYOU!
Thank you to everyone involved in keeping the
station going: the subscribers and all the people
who donate their time, skills, knowledge, money
and of course passion.
The station wouldn’t exist without your support.
Thanks to our financial and pro bono supporters:

3CR Committee and staff at the annual planning and strategy day

Broadcaster Daniel Zwedu from the Arada program

AMRAP
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre
Bella Union Bar Trades Hall
City of Melbourne
City of Maribyrnong
City of Yarra
Community Broadcasting Foundation
Department of Justice
Footscray Community Arts Centre
Holding Redlich
Internode
Lomond Hotel
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation
Maddocks
MAYSAR
Media Insights
NEMBC
PILCH Victoria
PBSfm
Scanlon Foundation
Springvale Monash Legal Service
Sustainable Living Festival
Victoria University Law School Faculty of
Business and Law
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Broadcasters from the 3CR program Yarra Bug

Thankyou to our supporters:

