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Prison Broadcast Celebrates Sixth Year

Tuesday 26 June 2007

For the 6th year Melbourne’s community radio station, 3CR 855AM, will conduct live radio broadcasts with Indigenous prisoners during NAIDOC (National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee) Week. 

Part of the Beyond the Bars project, the broadcasts will go to air on 855AM and stream globally on www.3cr.org.au from 9th to the 13th of July. Highlights of the broadcasts will be being launched as a CD in November this year.

These award-winning prison broadcasts are unique in Australia and give Indigenous prisoners in Victoria their only chance to participate with the community during NAIDOC Week, a time of celebration and coming together within Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.

3CR Indigenous broadcaster and musician Kutcha Edwards will be conducting music and spoken word workshops with Indigenous men and women prisoners in the lead up to the broadcasts at Port Phillip Prison, Dame Phyllis Centre and Fulham Prison in Gippsland. The broadcasts will involve 3CR's Indigenous presenters Gilla McGuinness, Ross Morgan, Johnny Mac, Freddy Norris, Kutcha Edwards and 3KND’s Arts Up! presenters Kylie Belling, Janina Harding and Kim Kruger
NAIDOC Week itself is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year and as Kutcha Edwards notes, “50 years of NAIDOC, 40 years since the referendum, 10 years since the Bringing Them Home Report but we are Aboriginal everyday. We have been Aboriginal since time began. Prisoners are subjected to law. Meanwhile Aboriginal Lore is being broken over and over again”.
The prison broadcasts are part of a week of Indigenous special programming on 3CR 855AM from 9 –13 July. The prison programming will be simulcast on 3KND 1503AM. 

For more information or to arrange interviews:

Kutcha Edwards, 3CR Broadcaster, 0417 341 753

Bree McKilligan, Special Projects Coordinator 9419 8377//0413 895 527
